The So-called German Conspiracies
the representatives of a friendly Power who have a right to claim
tfie protection and hospitality of the United States authorities
would be incomprehensible, were it not a matter of common
knowledge that the Providence Journal is a ' hyphenated ' Anglo-
American paper. To borrow the phrase of the United States
President, this journal is obviously a greater friend of other
countries than its own,
" For the last fifteen months I and all my colleagues have
had, if I may say so, a whole army of American private detec-
tives on our track. Day and night they have pursued us in the
service of our enemies. Yet, although official German documents
have been stolen, no one has yet succeeded in producing a single
proof of illegal activities on the part of any one of us.
" I should esteem it a great favour if your Excellency could
see your way to secure this Embassy against a repetition of these
baseless attacks, which have as their sole foundation the pre-
supposition, of conspiracies which have no existence in fact."
I never received any' reply to this letter, but a short time
after Mr. Lansing, while informing me that the American Govern-
ment felt itself compelled to ask for the recall of Captains Boy-Ed
and von Papen, as being no longer acceptable to them (this
affair I propose to refer to again in another place), stated in the
most explicit terms,that I was in no way implicated in the
matter. The fact that the American Government, even after
the departure of the two attaches, maintained the same intimate
relations with me throughout the fourteen months which elapsed
before its diplomatic representatives were recalled from Germany,
proves that this was no empty compliment, but was meant in all
sincerity*
I feel myself compelled to insist on these facts, in view of
the efforts subsequently made to represent me as the originator
or leader of the famous " conspiracies," which were later im-
measurably exaggerated by American propaganda. This propa-
ganda has poisoned the mind of the average American citizen
to such an extent that he firmly believes the German Embassy
to have been a nest of anarchists, who even daring the period of
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